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DR. VENKAPPA AMBAJI SUGATEKAR

Dr. Venkappa Ambaji Sugatekar is a distinguished Gondhali folk artist from
Karnataka. He is renowned for his profound contributions to preserve and promote the
Gondhali folk music tradition with a career spanning over seven decades. He possesses an
exceptional memory and has mastered thousands of folk songs, including Dasar Pada,
Santha Shishunalar Pada, Vachan Sahitya, Devi Pada.

2. Born on 1% May, 1943, Dr. Sugatekar began performing from the age of 10. He has
dedicated over seventy one years to performing Gondhali Folk Music and storytelling,
captivating audiences with his unique style and deep knowledge of the art form. He knows
over 1,000 songs and 150 long form stories of mythology by rote. He has trained over 1,000
students free of cost, ensuring the transmission of Gondhali traditions to younger
generations. He has actively engaged with both rural and urban audiences, ensuring the
wide spread appreciation of Gondhali Folk Traditions.

3. Dr. Sugatekar unwavering commitment to Gondhali Folk Music has not only
preserved a vital aspect of Karnataka's Cultural Heritage but has also inspired countless
individuals to appreciate and continue this tradition. His work has been instrumental in
keeping this traditional art form alive, especially among younger generations. Hon'ble
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi praised Dr. Sugatekar during his 110" "Man Ki Baat"
address, highlighting his efforts in reviewing and sustaining Karnataka's Folk Traditions.
Hon'ble Prime Minister described him as a "Cultural Torch Bearer" who has dedicated his
life preserving India's rich cultural heritage.

4. Dr. Sugatekar has performed extensively across Karnatka, spreading awareness
about this traditional art form. His performances often include devotional songs,
storytelling, cultural narratives that reflect the rich heritage of Karnataka. He is celebrated
as a livinglegend of Karnataka's Folk Music. His work has not only preserved Gondhali Folk
Art but also inspired countless artists to take up this traditional form. At the age of 82, he
continues to be an active cultural ambassador, ensuring that the legacy of Gondhali Folk Art
remains vibrant and relevant. His life and works stand as testament to the power of cultural
preservation and the enduring impact of traditional art forms in modern times.

4. Dr. Sugatekar has been awarded Honorary Doctorate in 2022 by Karnataka Folklore
University and Government of Karnataka awarded Janapadshri award in 2017. He was
awarded Rajyotsava Award in 2012, Karnataka Satate Senior Citizen Award in 2022 and
Karnataka Janapad Yakshagana Academy Award in 2004. He has received more than 30
dignified awards.
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