
DR. VENKAPPA AMBAJI SUGATEKAR

 Dr. Venkappa Ambaji Sugatekar is a distinguished Gondhali folk artist from 
Karnataka. He is renowned for his profound contributions to preserve and promote the 
Gondhali folk music tradition with a career spanning over seven decades. He possesses an 
exceptional memory and has mastered thousands of folk songs, including Dasar Pada, 
Santha Shishunalar Pada, Vachan Sahitya, Devi Pada.

2. Born on 1  May, 1943, Dr. Sugatekar began performing from the age of 10. He has  st

dedicated over seventy one years to performing Gondhali Folk Music and storytelling, 
captivating audiences with his unique style and deep knowledge of the art form. He knows 
over 1,000 songs and 150 long form stories of mythology by rote. He has trained over 1,000 
students free of cost, ensuring the transmission of Gondhali traditions to younger 
generations. He has actively engaged with both rural and urban audiences, ensuring the 
wide spread appreciation of Gondhali Folk Traditions.

3. Dr. Sugatekar unwavering commitment to Gondhali Folk Music has not only  
preserved a vital aspect of Karnataka's Cultural Heritage but has also inspired countless 
individuals to appreciate and continue this tradition. His work has been instrumental in 
keeping this traditional art form alive, especially among younger generations. Hon'ble 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi praised Dr. Sugatekar during his 110 "Man Ki Baat"th  
address, highlighting his efforts in reviewing and sustaining Karnataka's Folk Traditions. 
Hon'ble Prime Minister described him as a "Cultural Torch Bearer" who has dedicated his 
life preserving India's rich cultural heritage.

4. Dr. Sugatekar has performed extensively across Karnatka, spreading awareness  
about this traditional art form. His performances often include devotional songs, 
storytelling, cultural narratives that reflect the rich heritage of Karnataka. He is celebrated 
as a living legend of Karnataka's Folk Music. His work has not only preserved Gondhali Folk 
Art but also inspired countless artists to  take up this traditional form. At the age of 82, he 
continues to be an active cultural ambassador, ensuring that the legacy of Gondhali Folk Art 
remains vibrant and relevant. His life and works stand as testament to the power of cultural 
preservation and the enduring impact of traditional art forms in modern times. 

4. Dr. Sugatekar has been awarded Honorary Doctorate in 2022 by Karnataka Folklore  
University and Government of Karnataka awarded Janapadshri award in 2017. He was 
awarded Rajyotsava Award in 2012, Karnataka Satate Senior Citizen Award in 2022 and 
Karnataka Janapad Yakshagana Academy Award in 2004. He has received more than 30 
dignified awards.  
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 M‚- osadIik vackth lqxrsdj dukZVd ds ,d çfrf"Br xksaèkyh yksd dykdkj gSaA os bl {ks= esa lkr ls 
vfèkd n'kdksa ls dke dj jgs gSa vkSj xksaèkyh yksd laxhr ijaijk ds laj{k.k vkSj bls c<+kok nsus esa vius xgu 
;ksxnku ds fy, çfl) gSaA mudh Lej.k 'kfä vlkèkkj.k gS vkSj mUgsa nklj in] laFkk f'k'kqukykj in] opu 
lkfgR;] nsoh in lfgr gtkjksa yksd xhrksa esa egkjr çkIr gSA

2 1 ebZ] 1943 dks tUes] MkW- lqxrsdj us-  10 o"kZ dh vk;q ls gh çn'kZu djuk 'kq: dj fn;k FkkA bUgksaus 
xksaèkyh yksd laxhr vkSj dgkuh lqukus dh bl dyk dks 71 o"kZ ls vfèkd le; fn;k gS vkSj viuh vuwBh 'kSyh vkSj 
dyk ds bl çk:i ds xgu Kku ls n'kZdksa dks ea=eqXèk fd;k gSA bUgsa 1]000 ls vfèkd xkus vkSj ikSjkf.kd dFkkvksa 
dh 150 yach dgkfu;k¡ ;kn gSaA bUgksaus 1]000 ls vfèkd Nk=ksa dks fu%'kqYd çf'k{k.k fn;k gS] ftlls xksaèkyh 
ijaijkvksa dks ;qok ih<+h rd igq¡pk;k tkuk lqfuf'pr gqvk gSA og xzkeh.k vkSj 'kgjh nksuksa rjg ds n'kZdksa ds lkFk 
lfØ; :i ls tqMs jgs gSa] blls xksaèkyh yksd ijaijkvksa dks dkQh vgfe;r çkIr gqÃ gSA

3- M‚- lqxrsdj dh xksaèkyh yksd laxhr ds çfr vVwV çfrc)rk ls u dsoy dukZVd dh lkaL—frd fojklr 
ds ,d egRoiw.kZ igyw dks laj{k.k feyk gS] cfYd vufxur yksxksa us bl ijaijk ds egRo dks igpkuk vkSj bls tkjh 
j[kus ds fy, çsfjr Hkh gq, gSaA budk ;g dke bl ikjaifjd dyk :i dks] [kkldj ;qok ih<+h ds chp thfor j[kus 
esa egRoiw.kZ fl) gqvk gS A ekuuh; çèkku ea=h Jh ujsaæ eksnh us Þeu dh ckrÞ esa vius 110osa lacksèku ds nkSjku M‚- 
lqxrsdj dh ç'kalk dh vkSj dukZVd dh yksd ijaijkvksa dh leh{kk vkSj muds vuqj{k.k esa buds ç;klksa ds ckjs esa 
crk;kA ekuuh; çèkku ea=h us bUgsa ÞlkaL—frd e'kky okgdÞ crk;k] ftUgksaus Hkkjr dh le`) lkaL—frd fojklr 
dks lajf{kr djus ds fy, viuk thou leÆir dj fn;k gSA

4- M‚- lqxrsdj us dukZVd esa bl ikjaifjd dyk ds ckjs esa tkx:drk QSykus ds fy, cM+s iSekus ij çn'kZu fd;k 
gSA buds çn'kZuksa esa çk;% Hkfä xhr] dFkkokpu] lkaL—frd dFkk,¡ 'kkfey gksrh gSa tks dukZVd dh lè) fojklr dks 
n'kkZrh gSaA M‚- lqxrsdj dukZVd ds yksd laxhr dh nqfu;k esa thfor Çdonarh cu x, gSaA buds dke ls u dsoy xksaèkyh 
yksd dyk dks laj{k.k feyk gS] cfYd vufxur dykdkj bl ikjaifjd yksddyk dks viukus ds fy, çsfjr Hkh gq, gSaA 82 
o"kZ dh vk;q esa Hkh muds }kjk ,d lfØ; lkaL—frd jktnwr ds :i esa dk;Z djrs jgus ls ;g lqfuf'pr gqvk gS fd xksaèkyh 
yksd dyk dh fojklr thoar vkSj çklafxd cuh jgsA  thou vkSj dk;Z dk vfLrRo vkt ds ;qx esa lkaL—frd mudk
laj{k.k dh 'kfä vkSj ikjaifjd dyk :iksa ds LFkk;h çHkko ds çek.k ds :i esa gSA

4- M‚- lqxrsdj dks o"kZ 2022 esa dukZVd yksdxhr foÜofo|ky; }kjk ekun M‚DVjsV dh mikfèk ls lEekfur 
fd;k x;k vkSj dukZVd ljdkj us o"kZ 2017 esa dukZVd esa tuin Jh iqjLdkj ls lEekfur fd;kA bUgsa o"kZ 2012 esa  
jkT;ksRlo iqjLdkj] o"kZ 2022 esa dukZVd jkT; ofj"B ukxfjd iqjLdkj vkSj o"kZ 2004 esa dukZVd tuin ;{kxku 
vdkneh iqjLdkj ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA mUgsa 30 ls vfèkd çfrf"Br iqjLdkj çkIr gq, gSaA 

M‚- osadIik vackth lqxrsdj 
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